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306 Book Reviews 

Plutarch as a Source of Information on the Greek Theater. By 
Roy Caston Plickinger. Chicago dissertation. University 
of Chicago Press, 1904. $0.75 net. 

To anyone who has followed the progress of excavation and investiga- 
tion for the past twenty years it has become more and more clear not 
only that a broad classification of the classic theater into two branches, 
"Greek" and "Koman," is far from satisfactory, but also that he is sadly 
lacking in discrimination who, in this connection, treats all Greek litera- 
ture as a unit and strives to make all references to the theater fit into one 
and the same structure. Before the vexed theater question can be settled 
in its entirety, there is still need of more excavation and study of theater 
ruins, and greater need of such sane and thoughtful investigations of 
individual classical sources as is the doctor's thesis named above. 

After dividing Plutarch's allusions to the theater into "general" 
allusions — those which are independent of specific time, place, or occa- 
sion, or those plainly referring to Plutarch's own time — and "specific" 
allusions, which refer to the theater of an earlier epoch, the writer pro- 
ceeds in an excellent chapter to discuss Plutarch's method of dealing 
with his sources. By comparing (1) Plutarch with his sources, (2) his 
treatment of the same subject in different portions of his writings, (3) 
Plutarch with another user of the same source, (4) Plutarch with other 
witnesses on the same subject, the writer comes to the conclusion that 
Plutarch certainly " modernized " in many of his allusions to Theater- 
toesen. The following chapter is devoted to "Theatrical Terms in Plu- 
tarch." Here all "general" and "specific" allusions in the author are 
treated and, in most instances, compared with similar allusions in other 
portions of classical literature. The writer has excellent command over 
the material and shows much discrimination in assigning the various 
statements to their proper period in theater development. The \oyeiov 
of the Delian inscription staggers him, as it has many another. With 
reference to the passage Demetr. 34, he makes a suggestion which is 
decidedly clever, i. e., that Kara/gas of this passage is a condensation of 
Karifiauvf. eh to diarpov otto t»)s axpas, found in Aratus 23. The con- 
clusions reached in the paper are that Plutarch modernizes most of his 
allusions to all matters pertaining to the theater to fit the theater of his 
own day; that his conscious aim was not historic accuracy in the facts 
and in the sequence of events, but the portrayal of the praiseworthy 
qualities of his heroes; that the theater he had in mind was of the class 
of the " Nero" theater of Athens, and consequently arguments can not be 
drawn from Plutarch concerning the theater of an earlier or of a later 

time. 
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